NEW .AMERICA.

CHAPTER 2HL

SIERKA MADRE.

PROM Denver City up to Bridger's Pass, the
highest point of the Sierra Madre (Mother Crest,
or saw-line) 5 over which trapper and trader have
worn a track, the ascent is easy as to gradients,
though it may be most uneasy in the matter of
ruts, creeks, sand and stones. So far a traveller
finds but little difference between the mountains
and the prairies, which are also rolling uplands,
rising between Leavenworth and Denver upwards
of four thousand feet, the height of Snowdon
above tlie sea. Yet Bridger's Pass is the water-
parting of a great continent; the eastern slopes
shedding tlieir snow and rain towards the Atlantic
Ocean, tlie western slopes towards the Pacific
Ocean.

For ninety miles  the road runs quietly north